
CDT 
Induction 
Event

Gert Aarts
(Swansea University)



Outline

• Introduction
• Who is who
• Overview of CDT activities

Please ask questions if things are unclear!
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Agenda



Who are we? Who are you? 

Gert Aarts – CDT Director AIMLAC
Steve Fairhurst – CDT Director Data-Intensive Science (DIS) 
Rhian Morris – CDT Manager
Roz Toft – CDT Research Manager
Rosemary Granger – CDT Manager DIS

cdt-aimlac.org
data-intensive-cdt.ac.uk



AIMLAC Code of Conduct

cdt-aimlac.org/cdt-coc.html











Boards/activities: later in the meeting

o Student board

o EDI: Equality, diversity and inclusion board

o DataAid

o RSE: Research software engineer 
practical training, coding challenge



AIMLAC Slack channel

Slack is used for communication

How to join our Slack channel: google how to join slack for generic instructions

slack.com/intl/en-gb/help/articles/212675257-Join-a-Slack-workspace

Our workspace is aimlac.slack.com

The 2022 cohort will receive an invitation email, please join!

http://slack.com/intl/en-gb/help/articles/212675257-Join-a-Slack-workspace


Questions?



About the CDTs



STFC CDT on Data-Intensive Science (DI)

• Cohorts started in 2017-2020
• Cardiff, Bristol, Swansea
• Particle physics, astrophysics, cosmology
• Stephen Fairhurst (CDT Director, Cardiff University)



UKRI CDT in Artificial Intelligence, Machine 
Learning & Advanced Computing

• Since 2019
• Swansea, Aberystwyth, Bangor, Bristol, Cardiff, Supercomputing Wales
• Particle physics, astronomy, cosmology, biological and health sciences, 

mathematical and computer sciences 
• Gert Aarts (CDT Director, Swansea University)
• Fourth cohort starting now (five cohorts in total)



Student cohorts

• 2017 DI CDT: 15 students
• 2018 DI CDT: 6 students
• 2019 AIMLAC + DI: 12 + 3 students
• 2020 AIMLAC + DI + associated: 12 + 3 + 3 students
• 2021 AIMLAC + associated: 11 + 1 students
• 2022 AIMLAC: 10 students

• Collaboration across research themes, transfer of knowledge

• More experienced students can mentor and guide the newer students

currently
61 students 
enrolled



CDT proposition, compare with standard PhDs

• Research project in internationally leading groups, at cutting edge of 
science, resulting in PhD thesis
• Train PhD students to become fluent in AI, machine learning, data science, 

computing
• Emphasis on computational and transferable skills training, delivered to 

the cohorts, to enhance wider skills set
• Ongoing engagement, including placements, with external partners to 

develop and fine-tune expectations from industry



AIMLAC CDT research

Research is organised in three research themes:

• T1: data from large science facilities 
particle physics, astronomy, cosmology – Bristol, Cardiff, Swansea

• T2: biological, health and clinical sciences 
medical imaging, health data, bioinformatics – Aberystwyth, Cardiff, Swansea

• T3: novel mathematical, physical, and computer science approaches 
data, hardware, software, algorithms – Aberystwyth, Bangor, Cardiff, Swansea



CDT research

• PhD project sits in one theme or across themes

• Interaction expected in and across cohorts: exchange of methods, 
experiences, best practice

• Students from diverse academic backgrounds – computer science, physics, 
mathematics, data science, engineering

• Training and cohort building essential to establish common base



Provides comprehensive 
information on CDT delivery

Sent out to all students and 
supervisors

Handbook

2022 -2023



Information: cdt-aimlac.org

• past events

• resources, technical and transferable skills training

• cohorts/people/partners

• code of conduct

• DataAid

• ….



Resources: cdt-aimlac.org



Resources: cdt-aimlac.org



Questions?


